designated A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and K. Of these Group A is of pre-eminent importance in human medicine, as not only the vast majority of streptococcal infections, but also the most severe infections are due to this group. Lancefield originally isolated Group A haemolytic streptococci from cases of scarlet fever, pneumonia, tonsillitis, and meningitis. Lancefield and reported that forty-five of forty-six strains from severe puerperal infections belonged to Group A, and Hare (I935) found ten of twelve strains from cases of erysipelas, and strains from tonsillitis associated with acute rheumatism to belong to this group. Plummer (1935) has shown that seventyseven strains from scarlatina, forty-four of forty-seven strains from puerperal fever, and ten of thirteen strains from erysipelas belonged to Group A. Group B is mainly of veterinary importance, as the streptococcus that gives rise to the common form of mastitis in cattle belongs to it. In the human subject the Group B haemolytic streptococcus has been looked on as a relatively innocuous organism because it has been found to occur 
